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FORWARD IN FAITH

“It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere, to give you thanks, Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God.” 
― Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer

Through the last 60 years of our parish, especially the past few years, we have endured many 
changes and challenges. We think back on the many years of the ministry of the Crosiers and the 
steady and dedicated leadership of Fr. Rask. As a parish, we have been through many baptisms, 
weddings, and funerals; Fall Festivals, parish missions and musicals; Capital campaigns for new 
buildings and expansions; and yes… we are all still trying to navigate COVID.

We’ve been through a lot! There is much to look back on, lots to be grateful for, and an abundance 
of graces to celebrate. The Church of Saint Odilia is indeed a vibrant community of deep faith with 
a spirit of generous stewardship. Yet, we know that God always invites us forward in faith into 
something new.

Stewardship is not only about looking back and acknowledging all the gifts. It is also about looking 
forward and being willing to invest our blessings back into the community with gratitude and joy.  
It is giving back for the good of all with our prayer, participation, and generosity. 

During the Forward in Faith Renewal we explore the Stewardship of Participation: how we use our 
time, talents and resources to grow our faith. In other words, we are reflecting on how we might 
participate more fully in the life and ministry of our parish. We ask, “What return can I make?” 
(Psalm 116:12) How can I build up our parish? What area of leadership needs me here at  
St. Odilia? What ministry is God calling me into now? How can I make a difference in the world?

We ask that every family take time to prayerfully consider how they can share their gifts and 
become involved in the St. Odilia community. The Lord is calling you to take steps forward – to be 
more committed in your faith, through the use of your prayers, participation and generosity.

May God continue to bless, guide us, and allow us to hear His call. 

Reverend J. Erich Rutten
Fr. Tim Tran

Dear Parishioners, 



FORWARD IN FAITH

Learn Together

Worship Together

Serve Together

Grow Together

325 .... Faith Formation Students

558 .... K-8 School Students 

134 .. Preschool Students

36 .... Casa/Patio Abiertos

350 ... VBS Participants

18 .... Youth Group Members

57 .... First Communicants

150 .... Confirmations

4 .......... Quinceañeras

14 ........ Weddings

73 ....... Funerals

19 ........ RCIA

13 .... Members on the Mow Crew

200+ Volunteers at Fall Festival

93 .... Ministry Area Council Members

200+ Music Ministry Members

12 .... Mass Coordinators

103 .... New Parishioner Families

325+ Live Streams

280+ Cars at Drive Thru Stations

21 .... New Staff Members

1 ........... New Pastor
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Stewardship is 
an expression of 
discipleship with the 
power to change how 
we understand and 
live out our lives.“As each one has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

1 Peter 4:10

Prayer: An intimate relationship 
with Jesus is cultivated through 
prayer making God the priority. 
We come together to worship 
God and refocus our lives on 
Jesus Christ.

Participation: As Disciples of 
Christ, stewards at St. Odilia serve 
the parish community by sharing 
their gifts and talents to meet the 
needs of both the parish and in the 
broader community.

Generosity: Throughout the 
Gospels, Jesus challenged us to 
give as it has been given to us. 
Aware of our blessings, we strive 
to give generously to support the 
building up of God’s kingdom.
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PRAYER

GENEROSITY

WHAT ARE YOUR

HOW ARE YOU GIVING WITH A

Spiritual Goals?

Generous Heart?

Take time to discern how you and your family 
will grow closer to Jesus this year.

Attend Mass  
every Sunday & Holy Day, daily Mass, once a 
week or more frequently

Commit to a Holy Hour of Adoration

Pray as a Family Daily 
mealtimes, bedtime, before school or work, 
rosary

Study the Catholic faith with others 
Bible study, Catholic Book Club, Faith Formation 

Read and meditate on scripture (Lectio Divana)

Monetary and material gifts, as well as the time spent 
in community with each other, represent the gift of 
ourselves to God, through our hard work and sacrifice. 
Reflect on how the parishioners of St. Odilia have given 
generously.

Material Donations: Bridging, Birthright, Joseph’s Coat, 
Brittany’s Place, Abria, St. Vincent DePaul, Food Shelf

Outreach of Time: Meals on Wheels, Feed My Starving 
Children, Dorothy Day, Prayer Shawl Ministry,  
Mow Crew, Funeral Lunch & other hospitality.

Monetary Outreach: Sharing Tree, Theresa Living 
Center, Cradle of Hope, Little Sisters of the Poor, 
Listening House, Comunidades Latinas Unidas En 
Servicio, Lyngblomsten

Making a personal pledge to spend time 
and attention in prayer is critical to help us 
see the presence of God in our lives as we 
grow in relationship with Jesus, His son.

Everything we own is merely being held 
in trust from God. Everything is a gift 
from Him, and recognizing the call to be 
a good steward of these gifts is all part of 
our spiritual growth and transformation. 
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PARTICIPATION

God creates each one of us with unique 
strengths, personalities, interests, and 
talents. As stewards, we share the gifts 
that God has given to us through our 
professional work and in service to others. 

We recognize God’s generosity to us and return 
to him by generously serving in parish ministry. 
During this moment of renewal and commitment, 
think about the gifts that the Lord has given you 
and your family. 

• How might these talents, charisms, abilities, 
skills and experiences be used in one of the 
ministries at St. Odilia? 

• How would you like to grow or what would 
you like to learn? 

• Where is God calling you to serve?

There are many annual, monthly and weekly opportunities to support the mission 
of parish life. St. Odilia has over 130 ministries, organizations, and opportunities 

for every parishioner to share their gifts and find their place at St. Odilia.

HOW CAN YOU

Get Involved?

“Each role I have done, 
whether in the school or the 
parish, has brought fulfillment 
by strengthening my 
connection to the community, 
serving others  
and furthering my 
faith development.” 

- Vicky Cherne 
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Opportunities to get involved in the ministries, organizations, activities, and 
celebrations that enrich the Catholic Community of St. Odilia

WELCOME
Ensure visitors, new members, 
and existing parishioners  
feel welcome and connected

FAITH FORMATION
Catechists, Bible Study, Mesas, 
Young Adult Ministry,  
Vacation Bible School,  
Word for Children

SACRAMENT 
PREPARATION
Assist in preparation for 
Marriage, Baptism,  
Confirmation, and RCIA

LITURGY
Lector, Projectionist,  
Eucharistic Ministers,  
Altar Linen Launderer,  
Church Decorating,  
Mass Coordinators,  
Live-Stream Support

MUSIC MINISTRIES
Adult Choir,  
Children’s Choir,  
Latino Choir,  
Gospel Choir,  
Parish Musical,  
Singers & Instrumentalists

PASTORAL CARE
Befriender Ministry,  
Grief Support Group,  
Homebound Communion,  
Prayer Line, St. Therese at St. 
Odilia Volunteer,  
Prayer Shawl Ministry

FACILITIES
Prayer Garden Maintenance, 
Mow Crew, Housekeepers for 
the Lord, Landscaping/Gardening

HOSPITALITY
Assist with event planning, 
Coffee & Donuts,  
Food preparation, setup & 
cleanup for parish events

LEADERSHIP COUNCILS/
COMMITTEES
Help to develop, implement, and 
achieve the parish mission by 
providing vision and leadership 
by volunteering on a Ministry 
Area Council, Endowment Fund 
Advisory Committee, or Respect 
Life Committee 

For more information about how to 
get involved in the community  

scan the QR Code, visit  
www.stodilia.org/stewardship,  

or call 651-484-6681.

"Participating at St. Odilia provides me an opportunity to do 
the kinds of things I enjoy while growing in my faith.  
By getting involved in different ministries, I believe I am building 
community and friendships while living my faith journey."

- Jim Donnelly
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STEWARDSHIP
p r a y e r  ■  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  ■  g e n e r o s i t y

3495 N. Victoria • Shoreview, MN 55126-3895

Catholic Community of St. Odilia

Our annual Stewardship Renewal is that moment for us as a parish 

family to put our trust in God, move Forward in Faith, and make a 

commitment to a Stewardship Way of Life. We all have 

different resources but we are each called to return 

in thanksgiving to God a proportionate gift. 

We are not called to give the same gifts, rather 

we are called to share the same sacrifice. 

 November 13 & 14, 2021

As we step Forward in Faith, complete and  
return the Stewardship covenant card during  

Blessing & Commitment Weekend, November 13-14, 2021. 
Cards may also be mailed or dropped off at the Parish Office.  

To securely complete a card online, scan the QR Code 

or visit www.stodilia.org/stewardship. 

thank you■•  thank you •  thank you •  thank you •  thank you
Blessing & 

Commitment 


